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	Instructor: Aria S. Halliday
	AAS 277-002

	Office: BRNG 6170
	Spring 2015

	Email: ahallida@purdue.edu
	MWF 1:30-2:20pm BRNG B242

	Office Hours: M 2:30-3:30pm or by appointment
	


African American Studies 277:
African American Popular Culture
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Course Description

Welcome to African American Studies 277: African American Popular Culture. This semester, we will be critically thinking, writing, and discussing the production of popular culture through African-based and non African-based traditions among African Americans in the United States. Pop culture forms covered include film, theatre, visual arts, literature, dance, sports, music and religious traditions. Because each of us already has expert experience with popular culture, each of us will be expected to complement our readings with our own expertise and experiences. We will learn much from each other’s insights.  

Due to the reading and writing assignments for this course, you will want to be sure that you set aside time for working outside class. Typically, you can expect to complete 2-3 hours of work outside class for every hour that our class meets.  

Course Goals
The course goals, which you will be working toward throughout the semester, are: (1) developing critical knowledge of popular culture, (2) exercising critical thinking, reading, and writing, (3) engaging in writing processes, (4) acquiring a knowledge of Black/African American identity and cultural expression, and (5) composing with technology.  

We will look at these goals in detail each week, but you should know that meeting the goals requires that you not only complete your assigned writing projects but also that you engage in class activities and reading assignments. For this reason, you’ll find that your attendance in class and your daily reading/writing assignments may be emphasized in this class in a way that they are not emphasized in your other courses.  It’s important to remember that meeting our course goals isn’t just about turning in “good papers,” it’s about participating in a learning process throughout the entire semester.
Required Texts

All of the readings for this class will be provided via Blackboard. Although students are no required to print each assignment, students should be actively engaged (i.e.: taking notes, writing commentaries, posting popular culture references) with the readings.
Other Required Materials
For this course, students should bring to class daily: 

· All readings required for class discussion

· Writing and note-taking utensils (e.g. paper, notebook, writing utensils)

· Removable flash/thumb drive for assignments

· Any other materials deemed necessary by the student to learn effectively

Policies
General Course Policies

Students are expected to come to class with all of their assignments and readings completed prior to class time. Lack of preparedness or class engagement (i.e.: present in class, participate in class discussions by asking questions, commenting on sources or other classmates’ statements, staying on task during class, taking an active interest in the collaboration of learning with other students, thinking, speaking, and writing critically about how topics relate to the course goals and assignments) may result in a dismissal from the course for that day. A dismissal is the equivalent of an absence. Class engagement also includes turning in assignments at the beginning of class, having on your person, note-taking utensils and a flash drive/USB. For this particular class, class engagement is epitomized during “Current Pop Culture Weeks” when students are required to bring in current moments in popular culture. Each student will present on a pop culture moment based on a 2-page commentary. Details about this assignment will be further discussed in class.
The primary mode of communication for this course is email. For course questions, attendance issues, assignment questions, and other general confusion, feel free to email the instructor at the email address provided above. You can also visit office hours as stipulated above. Please ensure that you read the syllabus thoroughly and utilize your fellow classmates to find answers to most of your questions.
Although the use of technology is embraced in this course, student mobile devices and/or smartphones should not be a disruption to the student or the class at any time. Laptops for taking notes are allowed, but not preferred; students using laptops for class are required to maintain the same engagement with the course as students without laptops. On all class days, the use of social media sites, unrelated to class material, while in class may result in dismissal of the student for the day.

Attendance

For a substantive and productive classroom experience this fall, students should attend each class daily. This course allows each student a total of three (3) absences or the equivalent of one week of classes for the entire semester. These absences include both excused (such as university events, religious observations, and family emergencies) and unexcused (such as being more than five (5) minutes late to class, oversleeping and sickness) incidents. Anticipated conflicts or absences should be communicated to the instructor as far in advance as possible. For any unanticipated or emergency absences, the student should notify the instructor by email within twenty-four (24) hours of the missed class. When the student is unable to make direct contact with the instructor and is unable to leave word with the instructor’s department because of circumstances beyond the student’s control, and in cases of bereavement, the student or the student’s representative should contact the Office of the Dean of Students. ***Failure to comply with these attendance policies may result in an F grade for the course: missing 6-7 days of classes result in receiving no higher than a B grade, 8-9 days no higher than a C grade, 10-11 days no higher than a D grade, an F grade results in 12 or more missed class days.***
Missed or Late Work
Students in this course are required to submit all assignments in either hardcopy at the beginning of class on the assignment due date. A proper assignment needs to meet the following requirements:
- Meet the page requirement (full pages)

- Have one (1) inch standard margins

- 12-point Times New Roman font

- Left-Justified Header (student name, date, course number, instructor name)

- Page numbers (in header, right justified)
- MLA format throughout
- Student’s signature at the top of the page 

Missed or late assignments will not be accepted unless discussed with the instructor prior to the missed or late assignment. Assignments received after the due date will be accepted on a case-by-case basis. Lack of notification on missed or late assignments will result in a zero (0) for the assignment. Five (5) missed or late assignments may result in an F grade for the course.
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Academic integrity is an integral part of your academic reputation. Students are required to sign each assignment prior to turning it in, certifying that the assignment is the sole work of the student. Peer editing and work with the Purdue Writing Lab are encouraged, but the final product should be the student’s. Failing to uphold academic integrity will result in an F grade for the assignment. Multiple incidents may result in a deduction of twenty percent (20%) from the overall course grade or an F grade for the course. Each outcome will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

You should become familiar with the following websites related to Purdue’s rules and regulations:

-Purdue University’s Student Conduct Code at http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/index.html. 

-The Dean of Students’  “Academic Integrity: A Guide for Students” at http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php. 

-Purdue University’s student regulations at http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/regulations.html.m The section on plagiarism is under Student Conduct, B, 2, a.
Accommodations and Inclusivity

There is a no-tolerance policy for acts of insensitivity or discrimination. All acts of hate speech should be communicated to the instructor and may result in a meeting with the Dean of Students. Additionally, students needing special accommodation must speak with the instructor within the first three (3) weeks of the semester in order to discuss any adjustments.  It is important that we talk about this at the beginning of the semester.  It is the student's responsibility to notify the Disability Resource Center (http://www.purdue.edu/drc) of an impairment/condition that may require accommodations and/or classroom modifications. 

Emergencies

In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control. Relevant changes to this course will be posted onto the course website or can be obtained by contacting the instructors via email. You are expected to read your @purdue.edu email on a frequent basis.

Course Credit and Grading




Students, who desire an above average grade in the course, should expect to produce above average work. Submitting assignments on time and in the correct format are a requirement to receiving a satisfactory or “average” grade. An above average grade in the course is rewarded to those students who are engaged (i.e.: present in class, participate in class discussions by asking questions, commenting on sources or other classmates’ statements, thinking and thinking, speaking, and writing critically about how topics related to the course goals and assignments). 
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Credit for the course will be distributed as follows: 

Class Engagement

 
10%
   **includes current pop culture commentaries

Media Analysis (2 - 10% each)
20% 

Midterm Presentation

20% 

Event Responses (2 - 5% each)
10%

Digital Portfolio


20%
Final Exam



20%

*Students will be able to earn up to 10 extra credit points for additional event or comparative popular culture film responses. These opportunities will be discussed in detail in class.
*For your own records, keep an extra copy of all assignments until the end of the semester.
*More information about course components will be available on individual project assignment sheets and on our Blackboard website.

In addition to media analysis essays, the writing assignments in this course include a midterm presentation, two event responses, and a final digital portfolio. Additionally, writing exercises may occur in class.
Media Analysis | 20% -- 2 essays at 10% each
Based on discussions in class and readings, students are required to write two essays that reflect their application of course ideas to popular culture moments. Each essay will be 4-5 pages in length and will include an in-depth critique of any moment that the student chooses to analyze using course concepts.
Midterm Presentation | 20%
For the midterm, each student will have to engage in ethnographic research regarding a chosen topic. Each student will have to interview people about a popular culture moment, analyze the interviews using concepts from the class, and report these details in a well-written and concise 4-5 minute presentation. Students will have to incorporate some use of technology (i.e. presentation software, social media, etc) for this presentation.
Event Responses | 10% -- 2 essays at 5% each 
Throughout the semester, various speakers will be on campus discussing issues related to our class. These discussions are opportunities for students to flex their critical thinking skills and engage with “real world” conversations that affect popular ideas about the communities within which we live. Through reflection and writing, we locate ourselves within the context the chosen speakers discuss and connect these ideas to an event happening in popular culture. Students will be required to write an essay 4-5 pages in length that presents the discussion from the event, background of the speaker, an event in popular culture that the discussion relates to, and their own critique or comment on the discussion and popular event. 
Digital Writing and Research Portfolio | 20%

In this final assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of course concepts by designing a multimedia portfolio (i.e.: a website, tumblr, youtube video, etc) that showcases your writing and demonstrates the fulfillment of course goals.  The form of the portfolio will be negotiated between the students and the instructor, but the intended audience must extend beyond the students and the instructor. 
Final Exam | 20%
Students will illustrate a command of the semester’s material and critical thinking skills in a final take-home essay exam. 
Feedback on Your Work
Feedback is crucial to our development as writers; therefore, you will receive various kinds of feedback throughout the semester. Some feedback will be written; some feedback will be verbal.  Some will be formal; some will be informal. And some will come from your instructor while other feedback will come from your peers. Throughout the semester, I ask that you reflect on the feedback you receive and integrate the feedback into your writing.  


Students will be notified on the course website or by email 
of changes made to the policies or syllabus.

Class Schedule

Week 1: Jan 12 - 16

Class Introduction, What is Popular Culture?

Jan 15 – Event Response Opportunity: Marc Lamont Hill, Due Jan 21
Read: Storey “What is popular culture?”
Week 2: Jan 19 – 23

Jan 19 – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday, NO CLASS

What is Black in Black Popular Culture, How do you read popular culture?

Read: Hall “What is this ‘Black’ in Black Popular Culture?”, Rose “Black Texts/Black Contexts”, Riggs Black Is, Black Ain’t (film)
Week 3: Jan 26 – 30

Historical Images of Blackness in Popular Culture (Bamboozled, Cleopatra Jones)
Vaudeville, Blackface, Blaxploitation

Read: Taylor & Austen “Darkest American”, Sims “Women of Blaxploitation” 
Week 4: Feb 2 – 6 

1980s: Rise of Black Sitcoms (a different world, family matters)
Current Popular Culture Week!
Read: Gates “TV’s Black World Turns—But Stays Unreal”
Week 5: Feb 9 – 13

1990s: Rise of Black Sitcoms (Contd) (fresh prince, living single)
Read: Coleman & McIlwain “The hidden truths in Black Sitcoms”

Feb 10– Event Response Opportunity: Soledad O’Brien, Due Feb 13
Week 6: Feb 16 – 20 

Race, Gender & Sexuality in Popular Culture: Hanging w/ My . . . (gangsta: set it off-1996, American Gangster-2007)

DUE: MEDIA ANALYSIS 1 – Due Feb 16
Read: West “Nihilism in Black America”, Boyd “Young, Black, and Don’t Give a Fuck”, Brody “Return of Cleopatra Jones”
Week 7: Feb 23 – 27 

Race, Gender & Sexuality in Popular Culture: Black Sexuality/Love (love jones-1997, why did I get married? - 2007)

Read: Riggs “Unleash the Queen”, Kennedy “The Body in Question”, 
Feb 25 – Event Response Opportunity: Angela Y. Davis, Due Mar 2
Week 8: Mar 2 – 6 

Race, Gender & Sexuality in Popular Culture: Rags to Riches (Coming to America-1988, BAPS-1997, Hustle & Flow-2005)

Week 9: Mar 9 – 13 

Post-black Aesthetics: Beyoncé, Blackish, Kanye West (The Boondocks)
Read: Durham “Check on It’: Beyonce…”, Johnson “Introduction: Blackness and Authenticity”, Whaley “Graphic Blackness”, Gates “Keeping It Reality TV” ***Whaley reading included in Gates reading***

Week 10: Mar 16 – 20 

Spring Break, NO CLASS

Week 11: Mar 23 – 27 
DUE: MIDTERM PRESENTATIONS – all week
Week 12: Mar 30 – Apr 3
Black Popular Culture: Not in Black Bodies? (Dance/Twerking – Miley Cyrus, Megan Trainer)
Mar 30/31 – Event Response Opportunity: Heidi R. Lewis
Read: Gray “The New Conditions of Black Cultural Production”, hooks “Selling Hot Pussy”, Uwujaren “Difference Between Cultural Exchange and Cultural Appropriation”
Week 13: Apr 6 – 10 
Black Popular Culture: Not in Black Bodies? (Sonic – Eminem, Justin Timberlake, Iggy Azalea)
DUE: MEDIA ANALYSIS 2 – Apr 6
Read: hooks “Eating the Other”, Julien “Notes on De-Essentializing Black Identities”, “Macklemore talks white privilege in hip hop”
Week 14: Apr 13 – 17 
Black Popular Culture: Not in Black Bodies? (Ads/Marketing – Swagger Wagon, Japanese B-Girls)

Current Popular Culture Week! (Student Digital Portfolio Presentations)
Optional Read: Condry “Yellow B-Boys” 

Week 15: Apr 20 – 24 
Black Consumption: Black Twitter, Instagram
Read: Rightler-McDaniels & Richardson “Hoes and Hashtags”

DUE: DIGITAL PORTFOLIO – Apr 24 **community presentation**
Week 16: Apr 27 – May 1
Review, Class Evaluations

May 1: NO CLASS, Review Day – Exams distributed on Sunday, May 3 at 11:59pm.
FINAL ESSAY EXAM DUE: WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 AT 11:59PM.
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Important Dates
- Monday, Jan 19 – Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: NO CLASS
- Friday, Feb. 20 – Media Analysis Essay 1 Due
- Monday, Mar. 16 through Friday, Mar. 20 – Spring Break: NO CLASS
- Monday, Mar. 23 through Friday, Mar. 27 – Midterm Presentations
- Friday, Apr. 10 – Media Analysis Essay 2 Due
- Friday, Apr. 24 – Digital Portfolio Due
- Wednesday, Apr. 29 – Last Day of Class

- Wednesday, May 6 – Final Exam Due by 11:59pm
** It is important to begin working on these assignments as early as possible. I am always available during office hours for questions, brainstorming, or guidance. Please let me know if you need help. Purdue University also have resources that are available to help you with your writing such as the Writing Lab, located in HEAV 226 **
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