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	Instructor: Aria S. Halliday
	AMST 201

	Office: HEAV G5
	Summer 2015

	Email: ahallida@purdue.edu
	TR Online 10:30-12pm

	Office Hours: by appointment
	Course website


American Studies 201: 
Barbie & Other Material Girls
Beauty, Race, and Consumerism in the U.S.
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Course Description

The official course description is as follows: “AMST 20100, "American Youth Culture," introduces undergraduate students to the interdisciplinary study of "America" as a place, a political and social idea, a set of values and traditions, and a people.  The course enables students to study America through the diversity of its ideas, texts, objects, institutions, practices, and histories as well as the complex social and political relationships that have shaped and continue to shape the world to which they belong.  The course's interdisciplinary emphasis challenges students to explore the nation's complexity and the dynamics of its national culture and countless subcultures from multiple vantage points and through multiple media.

Learning outcomes in AMST 20100 include gaining familiarity with interdisciplinary approaches to knowledge production, studying human culture from a variety of academic perspectives, and synthesizing findings in a scholarly, critical presentation, either written or oral.

In AMST 20100, students are introduced to a holistic approach to the study of America and assessed through short and long essays that demonstrate the student’s ability to engage original sources from at least two disciplinary perspectives.  Throughout the course, students will read scholarship from a variety of disciplines so they can begin to recognize the different modes of analysis that might be applied to the same subject.  Short reviews may be used as assessment tools to register the student’s grasp of the mode of analysis employed by the scholar.  Focused research papers provide students the chance to practice interdisciplinary approaches to the study of the human experience in the United States.”

In this section of AMST 201, we will be thinking and writing about the definition of what is means to be an American and discussing how youth cultures within the United States grapple with those definitions. Because each of us is already knowledgeable about what we believe is an American, we will all be expected to complement course readings with our own expertise and experiences. We will engage with ideas of belonging (i.e.: personal, racial/ethnic, national, regional), Americanness, youth and aging, consumerism (i.e. movies, shows, games, ideas related to the need to buy things). We will be challenged and encouraged by issues of representation, authenticity, performance, identity, gender, sexuality, trauma, and freedom within each text.
In addition to our major projects (e.g. vlogs, class discussion posts, and “design a Barbie”), you can expect to complete short commentaries (or reading responses) with your readings each week. Due to the reading and writing assignments for this course, you will want to be sure that you set aside time for working outside class. Typically, you can expect to complete 2-3 hours of work outside class for every hour that our class meets.  

Course Goals
The course goals, which you will be working toward throughout the semester, are: 
(1) provide an introduction to the study of American youth through popular culture
(2) develop knowledge of the diversity of American experience through multiple lenses (i.e. gender, race, sexual identities, historical relationship to the American nation state)

(3) exercise critical thinking, reading, and writing through engagement with critical theory, feminism(s), and popular culture
(4) articulate the ways that capitalism and globalization intersect with consumer products and consumer identities in the United States 

We will look at these goals in detail in each of our units, but you should know that meeting the goals requires that you not only complete your assigned writing projects but also that you engage in class activities and reading assignments. For this reason, you’ll find that your attendance in class and your daily reading/writing assignments may be emphasized in this class in a way that they are not emphasized in your other courses.  It’s important to remember that meeting our course goals isn’t just about turning in “good papers,” it’s about participating in a learning process throughout the entire semester.
Required Texts

During the semester, we will engage with the primary texts provided on Blackboard. 
Other Required Materials
For this course, students should bring to class daily: 

· All books required for class discussion

· Writing and note-taking utensils (e.g. paper, notebook, writing utensils)

· Removable flash/thumb drive for assignments

· Any other materials deemed necessary by the student to learn effectively

Policies
General Course Policies

Students are expected to come to class with all of their assignments and readings completed prior to class time. Lack of preparedness or class engagement (i.e.: present in class, participate in class discussions by asking questions, commenting on sources or other classmates’ statements, staying on task during lab days, taking an active interest in the collaboration of learning with other students, thinking and thinking, speaking, and writing critically about how topics related to the course goals and assignments) may result in a dismissal from the course for that day. A dismissal is the equivalent of an absence. Class engagement also includes turning in assignments at the beginning of class, having on your person, note-taking utensils and a flash drive/USB.    

The primary mode of communication for this course is email. For course questions, attendance issues, assignment questions, and other general confusion, feel free to email the instructor at the email address provided above. You can also visit office hours as stipulated above. Please ensure that you read the syllabus thoroughly and speak with your fellow classmates to find answers to most of your questions.
Although the use of technology is embraced in this course, student mobile devices and/or smartphones should not be a disruption to the student or the class at any time. Laptops for taking notes are allowed, but not preferred; students using laptops for class are required to maintain the same engagement with the course as students without laptops. On all class days, the use of social media sites while in class may result in dismissal of the student for the day.

Attendance

For a substantive and productive classroom experience, students should attend each class daily. This course allows each student a total of two (2) absences or the equivalent of one week of classes for the entire semester. These absences include both excused (such as university events, religious observations, and family emergencies) and unexcused (such as being more than five (5) minutes late to class, oversleeping and sickness) incidents. Anticipated conflicts or absences should be communicated to the instructor as far in advance as possible. For any unanticipated or emergency absences, the student should notify the instructor by email within twenty-four (24) hours of the absence. When the student is unable to make direct contact with the instructor and is unable to leave word with the instructor’s department because of circumstances beyond the student’s control, and in cases of bereavement, the student or the student’s representative should contact the Office of the Dean of Students. ***Failure to comply with these attendance policies may result in an F grade for the course: missing 6-7 days of classes result in receiving no higher than a B grade, 8-9 days no higher than a C grade, 10-11 days no higher than a D grade, an F grade results in 12 or more missed class days.***
Missed or Late Work
Students in this course are required to submit all assignments in electronic form at 11:59pm on the assignment due date. A proper assignment needs to meet the following requirements:
- Meet the page requirement (full pages)

- Have one (1) inch standard margins

- 12-point Times New Roman font

- Left-Justified Header (student name, date, course number, instructor name)

- Page numbers (in header, right justified)
- MLA Format throughout
Missed or late assignments will not be accepted unless discussed with the instructor prior to the missed or late assignment. Assignments received after the due date will be accepted on a case-by-case basis. Lack of notification on missed or late assignments will result in a zero (0) for the assignment. Five (5) missed or late assignments may result in an F grade for the course.

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Academic integrity is an integral part of your academic reputation. Students are required to sign each assignment prior to turning it in, certifying that the assignment is the sole work of the student. Peer editing and work with the Purdue Writing Lab are encouraged, but the final product should be the student’s. Failing to uphold academic integrity will result in an F grade for the assignment. Multiple incidents may result in a deduction of twenty percent (20%) from the overall course grade or an F grade for the course. Each outcome will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

You should become familiar with the following websites related to Purdue’s rules and regulations:
-Purdue University’s Student Conduct Code at http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/index.html. 
-The Dean of Students’  “Academic Integrity: A Guide for Students” at http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php. 
-Purdue University’s student regulations at http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/regulations.html.m The section on plagiarism is under Student Conduct, B, 2, a.
Accommodations and Inclusivity

There is a no-tolerance policy for acts of insensitivity or discrimination. All acts of hate speech should be communicated to the instructor and may result in a meeting with the Director of Compositional Writing and/or the Dean of Students. Additionally, students needing special accommodation must speak with the instructor within the first three (3) weeks of the semester in order to discuss any adjustments.  It is important that we talk about this at the beginning of the semester.  It is the student's responsibility to notify the Disability Resource Center (http://www.purdue.edu/drc) of an impairment/condition that may require accommodations and/or classroom modifications. 

Emergencies

In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control. Relevant changes to this course will be posted onto the course website or can be obtained by contacting the instructors via email. You are expected to read your @purdue.edu email on a frequent basis.

Course Credit and Grading
Students, who desire an above average grade in the course, should expect to produce above average work. Submitting assignments on time and in the correct format are a requirement to receiving a satisfactory or “average” grade. An above average grade in the course is rewarded to those students who are engaged (i.e.: present in class, participate in class discussions by asking questions, commenting on sources or other classmates’ statements, thinking and thinking, speaking, and writing critically about how topics related to the course goals and assignments). 
For this course, the following guidelines will be used as our grading scale.  A copy of the grading scale will be distributed with each project. You can use that description as a guideline as you consider the ways that you might work toward a better grade.   

Credit for the course will be distributed as follows: 

Vlog Entries (2, 10% each)*



20% 
Class Discussion Posts*




25%
	A+
	4(+)

	A
	4

	A-
	3.66

	B+
	3.33

	B
	3

	B-
	2.66

	C+
	2.33

	C
	2

	C-
	1.66

	D+
	1.33

	D
	1

	D -
	.66

	F
	0


Reading/Viewing Commentaries* (5, 5% each) 
25%
Final Project “Design A Barbie”*



30%

*Each student will post a vlog at least 2 times during the semester; at least 1 by July 17.

*Each student will post to the discussion forum at least 2 times during the designated class time (10:30am-12pm).

*Each student will email a commentary to the instructor at least 5 times during the semester.

*More information about course components will be available on individual project assignment 
sheets on our course website.
*For your own records, take a screenshot or make a back-up electronic copy of each project before submitting the original for review or evaluation. Keep all copies until the end of the course.
Feedback on Your Work
Feedback is crucial to our development as writers; therefore, you will receive various kinds of feedback throughout the semester. Some feedback will be written; some feedback will be verbal.  Some will be formal; some will be informal. And some will come from your instructor while other feedback will come from your peers. Throughout the semester, I ask that you reflect on the feedback you receive and integrate the feedback into your writing.  

Students will be notified on the course website or by email 
of changes made to the policies or syllabus.

Class Schedule
	Week | Unit
	Tuesday

	Thursday


	Week 1:  Jun 15-20

“Introductions”
	Course Syllabus
Instructor/Student Introductions
	Who is Barbie?
Visual Activity

	Assignments Due
	
	Read: “Barbie & Sports Illustrated”
Practice Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 2: Jun 22-27

“A Barbie World”
	History of Barbie 

What Do You Know About Barbie?
	Barbie Dyes


	Assignments Due
	Read: “Barbie & Beauty”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm
	Read: “Black Barbie” “Dyes and Dolls”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 3: Jun 29- Jul 3

“Material Girls”
	Clueless & Barbie likeness in popular culture
Other Barbie-like girls
	Legally Blonde
The Necessity of Consumption

	Assignments Due
	Watch: Clueless
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm
	Watch: Legally Blonde
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 4: Jul 6-10
“Pageant Girls”
	Third Wave Feminism
Feminism(s)
	Pageant girls are “Too Skinny”

Pageants & National Womanhood

	Assignments Due
	Read: “The Return of Pink”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm
	Read: “Miss America”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 5: Jul 13-17
“Skin, Hair, & Makeup”
	“Ain’t I A Beauty Queen”
	Miss Congeniality

	Assignments Due
	Read: “Rhetoric of Black Bodies”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm
	Watch: Miss Congeniality
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 6: Jul 20-24
“The Made Body”
	Beautiful (Barbie) Bodies 
	Appropriation vs. Exchange

	Assignments Due
	Read: “Ethnically Correct Barbie”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Read: “Fashioning Identities”
Vlog/Commentary by 11:59pm

	Week 7: Jul 27-31

“Design Your Own Barbie”
	Design Your Own Barbie
	Class Review

Final Project Questions

	Assignments Due
	Read: “My First Black Barbie” “Monster High”
	-----


Important Dates
Jun. 15 – First Day of Class: Class Introduction
Jul.  17– Must have at least 1 vlog posted
Jul. 30 – Last Day of Class
Aug. 4 – Final Project 
“Design Your Own Barbie” Due by 11:59pm
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Halliday – Summer 15


